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Synopsis

Until now, very little about the recent history of the Mapuche, Chilea ™s largest indigenous group,
has been available to English-language readers. Courage Tastes of Blood helps to rectify this
situation. It tells the story of one Mapuche communitya "NicolAjs AilA o, located in the south of the

AN

countrya "across the entire twentieth century, from its founding in the resettlement process that
followed the military defeat of the Mapuche by the Chilean state at the end of the nineteenth
century. Florencia E. Mallon places oral histories gathered from community members over an
extended period of time in the 1990s in dialogue with one another and with her research in national
and regional archives. Taking seriously the often quite divergent subjectivities and political visions of
the communitya ™s members, Mallon presents an innovative historical narrative, one that reflects a
mutual collaboration between herself and the residents of NicolAjs AilA o.Mallon recounts the land
usurpation NicolAjs AilA o endured in the first decades of the twentieth century and the
communityd ™s ongoing struggle for restitution. Facing extreme poverty and inspired by the
agrarian mobilizations of the 1960s, some community members participated in the agrarian reform
under the government of socialist president Salvador Allende. With the military coup of 1973, they
suffered repression and desperate impoverishment. Out of this turbulent period the Mapuche
revitalization movement was born. What began as an effort to protest the privatization of community
lands under the military dictatorship evolved into a broad movement for cultural and political
recognition that continues to the present day. By providing the historical and local context for the
emergence of the Mapuche revitalization movement, Courage Tastes of Blood offers a distinctive

perspective on the evolution of Chilean democracy and its rupture with the military coup of 1973.
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Customer Reviews

a ceCourage Tastes of Blood explores how ordinary, marginalized indigenous peoples in Chile
construct historical memory in small, discontinuous steps, a process which enables them to sustain
a a "politics of differenced ™ in a world where globalization threatens to further homogenize
diversity in the name of economic progress and stability. Following this logic in her own practice,
Florencia E. Mallon highlights the importance of everyday practices in understanding oral sources,
and, in so doing, she challenges readers to reconsider the preconceptions of history as a field of
knowledge that reproduces the rationality of power. This is a bold, fascinating, and highly original
contribution to our understanding of indigenous lives, repression in Chile, and racism, and it
provides a methodological lesson in rethinking fields of inquiry from the perspective of alternative
knowledge producers.a «a "Arturo Arias, past president of the Latin American Studies

Associationa ceFlorencia E. Mallon combines a historiana ™s sensitivity to context and an
ethnographera ™s attention to cultural description, capturing the everydayness of life in the midst of
rapid social transformation. While focusing on one Mapuche community, she provides insights into
larger histories of social mobilization, state formation, political violence, and community

identity.a «a "Greg Grandin, author of The Last Colonial Massacre: Latin America in the Cold

Wara ceFlorencia E. Mallon gives history a human face. Her description of a Mapuche

communitya ™s struggle to recover land rights previously lost in extremely adverse conditions
underscores the promise of historical work to go way beyond the cold, distanced analysis of things
past. The Mapuche navigate the pages of Courage Tastes of Blood with the sturdy competence of
devoted craftsmen carving their own destiny.a «a "Alcida Rita Ramos, author of Indigenism: Ethnic
Politics in Brazila ce[A] unique history of modern Chile from the point of view of a Mapuche
community. . . Mallon offers an original contribution to the understanding of indigenous politics and
memory, negotiations between indigenous people and the state, and the production of history from
the margins.a * (Ana Mariella Bacigalupo American Ethnologist)a ceMuch more than a community
study, [Mallona ™s] book sheds new light on modern Chilean history by approaching it from the
perspective of the often neglected southern frontier. It constitutes the first major work in English on
the history of the Mapuche and offers a sweeping revision of the history of modern state formation in

Chile.a « (Thomas Miller Klubock American Historical Review)"Courage Tastes of Blood is a



thoroughly researched, detailed, and at times incredibly moving account of the struggles faced by a
Mapuche community in the face of the Chilean state. This book will be of great value not only to
those interested in the recent history of indigenous peoples in Latin American, but also to anyone
concerned with the inevitable contradictions, challenges, and paradoxes involved in transforming
individual memories into a collective history." (Magnus Course Journal of the Royal Anthropological

Institute)

"In this beautifully written book, Florencia E. Mallon combines a historian&#x92;s sensitivity to
context and an ethnographer&#x92;s attention to thick cultural description, capturing the
everydayness of life in the midst of rapid social transformation. While focusing primarily on one
Mapuche community, she provides important insights into larger histories of social mobilization,
state formation, political violence, and community identity. "&#x97;[RR; PP] Greg Grandin, author of

The Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

Florencia Mallon’s book is a insightfull and groundbreaking proposal to understand Mapuche and

Chilean history.Is also very well written.
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